
I hope this holiday  season brings you peace,  
comfort, and contentment.  As every year wraps 
up, the days get shorter, and we settle in with 
loved ones to reflect on the things for which we 
are grateful and ways we have been blessed.  
Blessings and gratitude are always easy to find at 
Bethany Village. 

One of the greatest blessings we experience is the 
joy of serving others here in the village.  Staff and 
residents are always seeking ways to help one  
another.  Because we spend so much time toget-
her, the relationships we form guide us to work  
together as one big caring family.  Each person 
who serves or is served within our mission has a 
special part to play as we continually “Celebrate 
Life’s Journey Together in God’s Love.” 

The blessings we have are not contained just  
within our buildings but spread to the greater  
community.  In good times and in difficult circum-
stances, our community of families, and the 
Smoky Valley community have been there to  

support our mission.  In our 
hardest times, it is the kind-
ness and support of our 
greater community that bring 
tears of joy.  In turn, the staff 
have created an ACTS Fund 
that allows them to pool their 
personal gifts to give back to  
the community. Blessings  
abound within our mission. 

It is my sincerest hope that 
we have blessed your lives and 
the lives of your loved ones in a meaningful way.  
We have also felt the prayers and support you 
have shared with us over the years.  Our mission 
would not be here today without people like you. 

This year our mission continued to emerge from 
pandemic conditions.  While much of the world 
has moved on, we are required to remain diligent  
regarding the health and well being of those 
around us.  We are finding that the post-
pandemic world is very different than the one we 
knew four years ago, and we are still working to 
adapt to the realities that have emerged in the 
last year.  Your prayers and support are needed 
now as much as they have ever been, as we strive 
to adapt our mission for another 100 years of  
service. 

Thank you for all you have done to support our 
mission, our work, and our programs over the 
years.  You are a blessing to those around you, 
and we are grateful for the blessings you have 
provided for us. 
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Sharing through teaching: CNA classes were back in 
full swing following disruptions of the pandemic. 

“Blessings and  
gratitude are  
always easy to find 
at Bethany Village!”  
Kris Erickson,  CEO 



(Continued on page 5) 

If you know Bethany Home, chances are, you know Lan Nelson. Lan has 
dedicated more than 41 1/2 years to Bethany Home and is passionate 
about faith, serving others, and music, but most importantly, the people  
at Bethany Home. “We have some pretty incredible staff,” says Lan, “and 
they take such good care of the residents.” 
When asked why he donates, he noted, “It’s important to keep the  
organization going financially. If we don’t have the funds to keep the 
lights on, then we lose our mission as well.” 
Lan has worked in virtually every department but is best known for his 
involvement with the worship programs and for keeping music alive at 
Bethany Home. Music has always been a big part of Lan’s life and he 
shares his musical talents with the residents of Bethany Home nearly 
every day.  

V I L L A G E  V O I C E  

  

Sunflower Terrace is proud to introduce the new assisted living operator, Kaitlynn 
Kennedy, RN. Kaitlynn grew up in Salina, but now lives in McPherson with her new 
husband, Weston and 3 dogs, Riley, Bella and Jax. 
Kaitlynn is no stranger to Lindsborg as she originally obtained her CNA license 
through the summer program sponsored by Lindsborg Community Hospital and 
Bethany Village. She went on to Hutchinson Community College for her LPN and 
earned her RN through Rasmussen College. Currently, Kaitlyn is working toward 
her Bachelor of Science in Nursing at Wichita State University and hopes to finish 
in the next year. 
Kaitlynn enjoys spending time with families and learning new things.  “I am look-
ing forward to building relationships with the residents and staff,” said Kaitlynn. 
“I am hoping to help improve the quality of care and maximize quality of life.” 
Kaitlynn & Weston are also looking forward to welcoming a new baby to the  
family in 2024! 

Welcome to the Family! 

Kaitlynn Kennedy, RN, 
joined Sunflower  
Terrace as the  
Assisted Living  
Operator at the  
beginning of  
December. 

Lan Nelson plays the restored  
piano he donated to Sunflower 
Terrace Assisted Living in honor 
of Carole & Ken Gilman in 2016. 



Over the last many weeks, we 
at Bethany Village have been 
Proclaiming Our Story as we 
ventured on a worship and 
learning series of the stories 
of our faith. In our  
worship services, our bible 
studies, and our more  
informal conversations  to-
gether, we’ve reflected on our 

stories of creation, wonder, struggle,  
deliverance, remembering, belonging, praise,  
presence, commitment, righteousness and  
covenant. We know that we have a story of faith 
that is worth proclaiming, and as we enter this  
Advent and Christmas season, that story becomes 
even more  special, as we rejoice in the amazing 
story of a love so deep that, as we hear in The  
Message translation of John 1:14, “The Word became 
flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbor-
hood.” 

Sometimes, it’s hard to understand and internalize 
that kind of love, especially when we are weary. 
And, holy smokes, are we weary. While we continue 
to face the ever-changing challenges of the  
pandemic, we also face challenges in our local 
community and in our global world.  

 

So how does a weary world rejoice?  

This Advent, we’ll explore this question (with  
materials developed by A Sanctified Art, a woman-
led group of pastors, artists, and  theologians), as 
we search for moments of joy amidst the struggles 
of daily life.   

How does a weary world rejoice? We acknowledge 
our weariness. We find joy in connection. We allow 
ourselves to be amazed. We sing stories of hope. 
We make room. We root ourselves in ritual. We 
trust our belovedness.  

Even when we are weary - especially when we are 
weary - we must proclaim our story, the story of a 
God who was born among us, who lived among us, 
who died among us, who rose among us, and who 
dwells among us still. Yes, that is a story worth  
proclaiming.  

As we transition through the end of 2023, I pray 
that we find the strength to proclaim our story, and 
that in doing so, we catch that thrill of hope to  
carry us through this most holy season.  

Rejoicing with you, 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Mandy Todd, Chaplain 

  

CHAPLAIN ’S BLESSING  

 

December 21 - The Longest Night Worship, 6pm  
(a collaboration with Bethany College)  
cookies and coffee to follow 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship, 4pm 



PLATINUM LEVEL DONORS 
$5,000 and above 

Verlla Coughenhour Trust 

Dr. John Kelly Estate 

SILVER LEVEL DONORS 
$250 to $999 

 

Platinum 

$5,000 & above 

Diamond 

$2,500 - $4,999 

Gold 

$1,000 - $2,499 

Silver 

$250 - $999 

Bronze 

 Up to $249 

 

Levels of  
Giving 

Enclosed is my gift of:   $_______________ 

In Honor  / In Memory of: ______________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Designation:    General Operating Fund   Other: _______________ 

Bethany Village depends on the support of the community and friends. 
Financial donations help offset unreimbursed care expenses, fund  
capital improvements and activities for residents. 

DIAMOND LEVEL DONORS 
$2,500 to $4,999 

George & Alice Potts 

GOLD LEVEL DONORS 
$1,000 to $2,499 

Dennis & Kay Chinberg 
Evangelical Covenant Church 
Salemsborg Lutheran Church 

Stanley Claassen 
Donieta Craig 

Kenneth Cummings 
David Elliott 

Greater Salina Community 
Foundation 

McPherson County  
Community Foundation 

Mark Gruenthal 
Ervalene Johnson 

Warren & Marilyn Hett 
Phillip Hett Memorial Fund 

Marc & Marty Ryan 
Jim & Miriam Strasen 

Blue Beacon 
Mark Brown 

Matthew & Jennifer  
Cantrell 

Wimer Family  
Charitable Foundation 
Kris & Farah Erickson 

Greg & Susan Lundstrom 

John & Darlene 
Magnuson 

Marilyn Malm 
Landvis Nelson 
Chef Pampered 
Alan & Sharon  

Peabody 
Nancy Peterson 

Dawn Rohr 
Joyce Shields 

Galen Swenson 
Ione Toll 

Falun Lutheran 
Church WELCA 
Douglas Young 

BRONZE LEVEL DONORS 
$25 to $249 

American AgCredit 
Daril & Kelly Alexander 

Leah Ann Anderson 
Dean  Apel 

Bethany Home Auxiliary 
Melanie Barnett 

David & Susan Barton 
James & Carlene Berg 

Genevieve Bishop 
Christopher Britton 
Susan Buffington 
Brandon Burch 

Vaughn & Jennifer Burch 
John & Lynn Carlin 

David & Lois Carlson 
Bob & Karen Carlson 

Doris Carlson 
Richard & Margaret  

Christenson 
Tina Christians 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Amana Lutheran Church 

Freemount Lutheran Church 
Randy & Janice Clark 

LHS Class of 1964 
Columbus Community 

Hospital 
Fred & Doris Cox 

Ronald & Susan Dahlsten 
Jayne & Roger Daily 

Russell & Rita Decker 
Carol Decker 

Tom & LeAnna DeWitt 
Kermit & Connie Dorf 

Dirk & Naomi Durant 
Randy & Kay Ellis 

Karl & Wanda Esping 
Maleta Forsberg 

Jerry & Carol Frees 
Randy Frost 

Timothy & Laraine Gengler 
Stephen & Kristin Graue 
Barry & Marlea Gruver 

William & Carol Gusenius 
Steven & Gail Gustafson 

Dianne Haubein 
Dale & Wilma Hilton 

Julie Holk 
Shirley Huff 

Vaughn & Diane Ingram 
Richard & Ann Johnson 
Daryl & Kola Johnson 

Monette Johnson 
Galen & Andrea Johnson 
Einar & Kristin Johnson 

Max & Sally Johnson 
Dean & Lois Johnson 

Steve & Kendra Johnson 
Julie Karber 

Michael & Janet Koch 
Jema Koehn 

Sherman & Janet Lagergren 
Patricia Lertora 

Karen Liljestrand 
Larry & Katherine Lindgren 

Bob & Cheryl Lindholm 
William & Gaylia Lindholm 

Margie Lloyd 
Kathleen Lowman 
Marcia MacLennan 

Mary Malm Hildebrand 
Dan & Carolyn Masterson 

Gary & Dixie Mattas 
Thomas & Jane Maxwell 

Ann McCormick 
Karen McCoy 
John McCrary 

Dennis & Jean McKinney 
Lori Renae McKinney 
Lloyd & Linda Meier 

Gary Melander 
Ellen Meyer 

James & Dancle Miracle 
Craig Monson 

James & Rebecca Morgan 
Michael & Susan Mueller 

Judy Murphy 
Annette Myers 

Ed & Liz Nelson 
Lynn & Connie Nelson 

Lois Nichols 
Martha Nickel 

Landess Norstrom 
Glenn & Gwen Oleen 

Eleanor Ostlind 
John & Sharon Palmquist 

James & Mary Parker 
Margaret Peter 

Sally Peter 
Mary Peterson 

Mark Peterson 
Erik & Karna Peterson 

Evelyn Phillips 
Connie Preheim 

John & Margaret Presley 
Jim & Kathy Richardson 
Ralph & Martha Roberts 
Craig & Roma Roebke 

Lynn & Kris Rogers 
David & Ann Samuelson 

Eugene & Donna Sandberg 
Eric Schultz 
Denise Stein 

Janine Stockamp 
James & Miriam Strasen 
Joseph & Jana Strecker 

Kay Streufert 
McMaster-Carr Supply 
Dale & Kris Swanson 

Evelyn Ternstrom 
Bank of Tescott 
Ramona Tjaden 
Phyllis Sue Todd 

Margaret Waggoner 
JM & Rose Marie Wallen 

New Gottland Lutheran Church 
WELCA 

Bethany Lutheran WELCA 
Ronald & Judy Wenger 

Beth Whaley 
Susan Whitfield Harding 

Mike & Annika Wilson 
Joel & Freda Woodard 
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2023: Year in Pictures  

You will often find him 
practicing piano and 
keeping tabs on the 
pianos throughout the 
building.   
In 2016, Lan generously 
donated a beautiful 
1928 Vose & Sons  
piano to Sunflower 
Terrace assisted living.  
The piano was given to 
him by Carole & Ken 
Gilman but was in  
desperate need of  
restoration. Lan 
worked with Marty 
Hess of Hess Piano 
service in Wichita and 
the stunning instru-
ment was delivered to 
Sunflower Terrace in 
Spring of 2016. 
Lan not only shares his 
love of music with 
Bethany Village, but 
has given regularly 
through memorial  
donations, volunteers 
his time, and even 
bought ice cream for 
all the residents and 
staff on his 40th  
Anniversary.  

Lan Nelson started the 
annual the Ice Cream  
Social in 1983 and has 
helped every year! 

(Continued from page 2) 



Donate Online: 

 Beverly Eldridge Charles 'CR' Moulton  
 Jan Ellis Dolly Nelson George Thomas 

 Vernabelle Forsberg Jesse Patrick Mona Wallace 
Dayrel Bane Bob Freeman Marla Proctor Beth Weddle 
Don Beran Christine Hudson Joyce Rich Wanita Zeman 
Joe Bryant Ila Johnson Kay Richter  
Marilyn Bunger Nellie Korbel Jerry Smith  
Beverly Burns Betty Lemley Nila Smith  
Bootie Carey Darrell Malpert Verna Smith  
Rozann Cedarholm Joanne Marsh Muriel Strange  
Marjorie Dossett Bobby McMillan Victor Streufert  


