
 

Dear Friends and Families, 

As we approach the close of this year, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the 
many blessings in our lives. This year has brought both challenges and joys, and 
through it all, our mission has remained strong and steadfast in its purpose of 
“Celebrating Life’s Journey Together in God’s Love.” 

To Our Residents: 
Our residents are the heart of everything we do. It is a true blessing to serve so 
many remarkable individuals from diverse backgrounds, coming together as one 
big Bethany Village family. We are honored to spend time with each resident, 
whose smiles, stories, and strength continue to inspire us all. 

To Our Families: 
We are privileged to work with such wonderful families, partnering with you in the care of your loved 
ones. Your kindness, encouragement, and trust drive us to provide the best care possible. Your  
support and guidance are central to our success as caregivers, and we are grateful to walk this journey 
with you. 

To Our Community: 
We would be remiss not to acknowledge the surrounding community. Your prayers, kind words, and 
encouragement have lifted us in times of need and celebrated with us in moments of joy. From our 
wonderful Auxiliary to every passing “thank you,” each act of support renews our commitment to this 
work and reminds us why we have dedicated our lives to caring for others. 

To Our Staff: 
Matthew 25:40 reminds us, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” Our staff embody this spirit daily, celebrating, comforting, and caring 
deeply for those entrusted to us. They sacrifice personal time, family gatherings, and holidays to  
provide compassionate care 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. They are truly the heroes of our mission, 
bringing love and dedication to their work each day. 

As we look to the year ahead, we remain deeply committed to our mission, inspired by the words of 
Galatians 6:9: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.” With your support and God’s guidance, we will continue to serve others with grace, 
compassion, and love.   

                        With heartfelt thanks,  

 

Kris Erickson,   
Bethany Village CEO 
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Empowering seniors  
creatively, intellectually, 
and emotionally to do 
what they do best. 
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(Continued on page 4) 

During the holiday season, it is always great to reflect on the joyous memories we 
had throughout the year. This year we focused a lot on the word “Quality”.  
Merriam Webster defines quality as, “a distinguishing attribute.”  
At Bethany Village and Sunflower Terrace our distinguishing quality is seen in the 
supportive care we provide and the relationships we build with our residents and 
community members. 
Some of our memories we had fun making this year included zoo trips, weekly 
farmers market, holiday luncheons spent with friends and family, and monthly 
gatherings with the KAY Club. These are just a few of the many memorable  
moments we shared not only within our community but within the Lindsborg 
community as well.  
We cannot express enough gratitude to the families, friends, volunteers, and the 
entire local community that help support Sunflower Terrace by Bethany Village. It 
truly takes a “village” and we are glad to be a part of yours.  

Assisted Living is All About Quality 

Kaitlynn Kennedy, 
RN, Assisted Living 
Operator 
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Let’s just say the year 2024 started way  
differently than it is ending, and I am happy to 
say that it has been a positive journey. Let me 
explain: on March 25, 2024, I started my first day here at Bethany Home after almost 
two years away from the healthcare industry. Coming back to healthcare, I was both 
excited and apprehensive about that first day. Over the previous few years, I learned 
a lot about myself and what truly made me happy. Taking care of people has been 
my life and I was back. Coming here has renewed my faith in God and people.   

Bethany Home is way more than just a place where we take care of people. It’s a 
culture and best of all, a family. I have never been part of a facility that has been more welcoming. Our 
goal is to provide the best quality care possible for our residents. Check! Another goal is to make  
Bethany Home a place where staff look forward to coming to work. Check! A place where you can be  
interactive with people and at the end of the day feel like you have made a difference in somebody’s 
world. Check! Yes, like in most families, some days are up and some down, yet I couldn’t ask for a better 
group of people with whom to be associated.   

As with everything, change happens. This year we welcomed new staff, saw others discover new  
opportunities, and celebrated some retirements. No one knows what 2025 will bring, but the one thing I 

 

Joe Benter, 
Administrator for 
Bethany Home 

Past, Present, & Future  
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Greg & Susan Lundstrom  
share a connection to the Lindsborg  
community and Bethany Home.  
Contributions from the Lundstroms 
and the Verlla Coughenhour Trust 
helped make the recent Bethany 
Home dining renovation possible as 
well as various other improvements 
throughout the building. 
BV: Can you share a little bit about 
your background and what drew you 
to philanthropy?  
SL: Greg and I met at Bethany  
College and have made Lindsborg our 
home for the past 44 years. We have 
been supportive of many of the 
Lindsborg institutions and organ-
izations over the years as a way of  
giving back to this wonderful  
community that we call home.  
Tell me about your history with  
Bethany Home.  
Although we have had many  
acquaintances who lived at Bethany 
Home over the years, my mother was 
the only family member who lived 
there. Following a stroke, Mom moved 
to Sunflower Terrace and eventually 
moved to Bethany Home. Having lived 
most of her life in Manhattan, it was 
more convenient for me to have her 
close and we were thankful that she 
was here in Lindsborg.  
What inspired you to support  
Bethany Home?   
We have supported Bethany Home for 
many years, first out of respect for 
some of the former leaders such as 
Leon Burch, and now out of  
appreciation for the care my  
mother received.  

Do you see your contribution as a way 
to create a legacy or inspire others to 
give back to the community?  
Our contributions are not necessarily 
designed to inspire anyone, but I do 
feel that if we want Lindsborg to thrive, 
we need to be supportive of the insti-
tutions and organizations that make 
the community viable, vital and inter-
esting.  
What advice would you give to  
individuals looking to make a  
difference in their communities?   
There are so many organizations in the 
community that make this such a spe-
cial place. I encourage everyone to find 
those things that speak to them and 
find a way to be  
engaged. That engagement can come 
from simply attending events, as well 
as volunteering time or providing  
financial support.  
What would you say to others who may 
be considering a gift to  
Bethany Home?  
A long-term care facility becomes a ne-
cessity for many and is an  
important part of any communi-
ty. Supporting Bethany Home will help 
ensure that there is a place in our com-
munity that provides comfort and care 
for our neighbors today and perhaps 
ourselves in the future.  
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know is that it will not be 
boring! We can choose to 
see the light and not the 
darkness in our experi-
ences. We can stop along 
the way to be grateful, 
reflect on what we have 
versus what we don’t and  
appreciate the journey 
with friends and family.  

A quote from one of my 
favorite authors, Nicholas 
Sansbury Smith: “Accept 
your past without regrets. 
Handle your present with 
confidence. Face your  
future without fear.” 

 



I searched for the words ‘comfort/joy’ in the 
NRSV and Isaiah 49:13 popped up. It was not a 
familiar verse to me. But as I read and re-read it, 
the Spirit led. It is just the right verse for the  
holiday season. 

As I walk around all the places that make up 
Bethany Village, I am blessed to see the words 
from Isaiah live through the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit that moves through staff and residents. My 
heart is filled with awe, joy and in a sense, it 
breaks into song. I see the Holy Spirit comforting 
with compassion. I see the Spirit spreading joy. It 
is a gift, witnessing the Spirit at work. It is an act 
that happens all year round at Bethany Village. 
This act is in response to the gift of Jesus Christ. 
A gift to the world that we celebrate during the 
holiday season.  

We celebrate Jesus who lived, died and rose for 
us that our sins may be forgiven. A gift that  
destroyed the power of death. Jesus, the Messiah, 
who brought joy and comfort with compassion on 

a cross and an empty tomb. We celebrate, we 
sing for joy, this Messiah who makes us new. We 
are comforted to know we will join the heavenly 
host one day in praise of God who loves us so 
much.  

We receive joy and comfort by God’s grace 
through the Holy Spirit. This joy and comfort that 
moves us to show joy and comfort. Joy and  
comfort through the ministry of presence. Joy and 
comfort through smiles and tears. Joy and  
comfort with compassion as we help each other 
through times of celebration and suffering.  

The Holy Spirit is at work! The Holy Spirit is  
leading us! As we walk through this world, climb 
the mountains, go through the valleys, the Spirit 
breaks forth. There is comfort! There is joy! There 
is compassion! We celebrate the gift of Jesus 
Christ who lived, died and rose that it all may 
happen. Thanks be to God! A blessed holiday  
season to all! 

Pastor Ethan Feistner 

CHAPLAIN ’S BLESSING  

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunflower Terrace 1:00pm; Bethany Home 2:15pm 
 cookies and coffee to follow 

December 25 - No Chapel services 

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

For the LORD has comforted his people and will have compassion on his suffering ones.  

Isaiah 49:13 NRSV 
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PLATINUM LEVEL DONORS 
$5,000 and above 

Verlla Coughenhour Trust 

 

SILVER LEVEL DONORS 
$250 to $999 

Skilled Nursing Budge at A Glance 
As illustrated, over half of the budget for Bethany Home is  
designated for nursing expenses and direct care staff salaries. As 
the price of medical care and supplies continues to rise, Bethany 
Home strives to provide peace of mind through thoughtful,  
personalized service and care, embraces innovation, forward 
thinking stewardship, and market-leading practices. 

Bethany Village depends on the support of the community and 
friends. Financial donations help offset unreimbursed care  
expenses, fund capital improvements, pay for Chaplaincy  
expenses, and support activities for residents. 

DIAMOND LEVEL DONORS 
$2,500 to $4,999 

Greater Salina Community 
Foundation 

GOLD LEVEL DONORS 
$1,000 to $2,499 
Blue Beacon 
Mark Brown 

Doris Carlson Family 
Salemsborg Lutheran Church 

Earl Dauer Family 
Hank & Hannah Kummer 

McPherson Quality Air 
Kenneth Roraback 
Marc & Marty Ryan 

David & Ann Samuelson 
Ione Toll 

Earl Ahlstedt Family 
Doug Anderson 

Assaria Lutheran Church 
Bank of Tescott 

Matt & Jennifer Cantrell 
Bob & Karen Carlson 
Central National Bank 
Clark, Mize & Linville, 

Chartered 
Clock Medical  
Supply, Inc. 

Crick-Christians  
Funeral Home 

Kenneth Cummings 

Dirk & Naomi Durant 
David Elliott 

Kris & Farah Erickson 
Patrick & Laura Ferrell 
Linda Harding Family 

Joan Hopp Family 
HUB International 

Richard & Ann Johnson 
Lindsborg Community 

Hospital 
Maridene Lundstrom 

Family 
John & Darlene  

Magnuson 

Judy Murphy 
Ed & Liz Nelson 

Overview Financial  
Peoples Bank & Trust 

Pestinger, Inc. 
Nancy Peterson 
Reach Solutions 

Patricia Roraback 
Select Rehabilitation 
Simpson Construction 
Dale & Kris Swanson 

Galen Swenson 
White's Foodliner 

BRONZE LEVEL DONORS 
$25 to $249 

Murla Adwell Family 
Kevin & Deborah Allton 

Eloise Anderson 
Bethany Home Auxiliary 

Alex Bacon 
Delia Bates 
Amie Bauer 

Bill & Carolyn Brock 
Nick & Melissa Brumbaugh 

Brandon Burch 
Alice Buschbom 

Dennis & Nancy Carlson 
Wayne & Nita Kay Carlson 
Richard & Ann Christenson 
St John's Lutheran Church 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Clark, Mize, Linville Chtd 

Rosemary Copeland 
Larry & Edith Dahlsten 

Jayne Daily 
Harvey & Cindy Daniels 
David & Bernice Dauer 

Earl Dauer Family 
Frederick Dauer 
Steven Dauer 
Fred Dierksen 

Kathleen Dinkel 
Emma Doherty 

Kermit & Connie Dorf 
Dr. Kenton Driver 

Pete & Carol Duerkson 
Gerald & Marlene Eck 

Katherine Englund 
Farmers State Bank 

Ethan & Kellie Feistner 
Dean & Pamela Ferrell 

Norman & Dee Ann Frerichs 
Bruce Harding 
Viola Hartzell 

John Hawk 
Rev. Vicki Hedger 

Shirley Huff 
Scott & Debra Jenne 

Arlen & Cecelia Johnson 
Lori Johnson 

Marlin & Maurine Johnson 
Max W. & Sally Johnson 
Philip Colleen Johnson 

Troy & Dee Anne Johnson 
Jason & Kristi Kern 
Jay & Tammy Krob 
Jimmy & Mary Krob 
Ruth Ann Leaf Krem 

William & Gaylia Lindholm 
Dr. Darrel & Mari Loder 

David Lowe 

Larry & Kathy Lysell 
Marcia MacLennan 
Janelle Magnuson 

Marilyn Malm 
Dan & Carolyn Masterson 

Karen McCoy 
Craig Monson 
Annette Myers 

Lan Nelson 
Sean & Lori Nelson 
Fred & Lisa Newport 

Angie Neywick 
Arthur & Mary Anna Nilson 

Craig & Tamara Oborg 
Steven & Diane O'Conner 

Charles & Diane Oleen 
Clair & Jerrine Oleen 
Glenn & Gwen Oleen 

Esther Olson 
Mark & Cynthia Opat 

Blair & Robin Orr 
Amy Kay Pavolich 

Kenneth & Sherry Peterson 
Kendall & Karla Phil 
Kevin & Rebecca Phil 

Arnold & Christine Reinert 
James & Marilyn Robb 

Craig & Roma Jo Roebke 

Ron & Marsha Rolander 
Cheryl Rothgeb 

Jim & Donna Ruble 
Sage Inc. 

Glen & Debra Shank 
Janet Shogren 

Morrie Soderberg 
Jerry & Marilyn Spohn 

Janene Stockamp 
Jim & Miriam Strasen 

Kay Streufert 
Glen & Rita Suppes 
Evelyn Ternstrom 
Bank of Tescott 

Matthew & Lori Thielen 
Lynn & Kathryn Thurlow 

Larry VanDerWege 
Barbara Walters 
Dana Watkins 

Bethany Lutheran WELCA 
Falun Lutheran Women 
Good Shepherd WELCA 

Messiah Lutheran WELCA 
Jeff & Nelda Wetzel 

Andi Willems 
Joel Wimer 

Donovan Wolf 
Ernest Yake 

 

Nursing 57% 
Organizational Support  
Services 12% 
Dining 9% 
Maintenance, Grounds 8% 
Housekeeping/Laundry 6% 
Utilities 4% 
Social Services/Activities 3% 
Marketing 1% 
Property Taxes & Bed Tax 1% 
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Donate Online: 

Murla Adwell  Earl Dauer  Maridene Lundstrom 

Leroy Adwell  Carol Fagan  Robert Marlin 

Earl Ahlstedt  Linda Harding  Donald Maxwell 

Patricia Bailey   Joan Hopp  Robert McCoy 

Bonnie Bargen  Helen Johnson  Eloise Peterson 

Rosa Burroughs  Mary Keller  Mary Vidricksen 

Terence Carlson  Lawrence Korbel  Monna Wagner 

Doris Carlson  Shirley Lindgren  Andrea Wild 

Alice Claassen  Velma Luck  Philip Youngquist 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Matthew 5:4 


